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orders to inarch across the country to this place whilst I took the circle along the coast. Upon receiving Sir Ralph's order I was obliged to defer their march that they might be at hand to embark should he persist in wishing them to be sent to St. Vincent. The interval would, I thought, be usefully employed in visiting the ports I have mentioned. It is much to be regretted that Sir Ralph's letters prevented the execution of my first plan. A whole tract of country which has been since burnt would have been saved, as well as many lives. I again despatched the vessel with, my letter to St. Vincent, and ordered them, if Sir Ralph, was not there, to search for him till they found him.
In the meantime accounts came in of the depredations of the brigands on the side of Grosislet, Dauphin, &c. &c., and a letter from Major Lindsay stating that upon his arrival with his detachment at Praslin he had been attacked three times by the brigands, who were 300 in number, 150 only being armed; that he had repulsed them, and killed and wounded twenty or thirty of them, with the loss of two men wounded. I feared the landing of men and arms from Guadeloupe, and it was necessary to quell this species of insurrection before it gained more head. I sent 190 men, consisting of the grenadiers and light companies of the 3 ist and 44th Regiments, and grenadiers of the black corps, to Grosislet. I sent vessels to Dauphin and Den^rie with provisions. I joined the flank companies at Grosislet the forenoon of the 25th June. I marched in the night with them by the Chemin Royal to Acquarts's estate near Dauphin, having left orders with MajorCampagne with 200 of the black corps, to march by a shorter road along the heights and join me at Sergenton, or Acquarts.
I reached Acquarts about seven in the morning. Some few brigands were in the huts. Only one was taken and hanged. The house at Acquarts had been burned the day before. The negroes would give no information till the prisoner was hanged and they were threatened with the same. The manager then offered to lead us to their camp, which was in the woods not far off; the men were tired with their